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Week beginning 9th November  

 
9/11/2020 

Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will introduce testing for COVID-19 of all student teachers prior to them 
taking up school placements.  (S5W-32459) 
 

Holding answer issued: 09 November 2020 

John Swinney: A holding answer was provided. 
 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when 

it will introduce temperature checks in schools for staff and pupils. (S5W-32463) 

John Swinney: There are no plans to introduce temperature checks in schools at 

the current time. As referenced in S5W-32464 on 30 October 2020, there is not 

enough evidence to support the use of Infrared Thermal Imaging devices to detect 

potential COVID-19 cases. Employing it, even as a visible sign of caution to 

promote public confidence, could lead to over-confidence and reduction of 

compliance with other measures. All answers to written parliamentary questions 

are available on the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found 

at http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx . 

 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when 

it will introduce routine COVID-19 testing of staff and pupils in schools. (S5W-

32465) 

John Swinney: John Swinney; The Scottish Government’s approach to using 

testing alongside other measures to suppress COVID-19 outbreaks is set out 

in Scotland’s Strategic Framework, published on 23 October and available at 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-19-scotlands-strategic-framework/ . This 

approach is informed by the clinical and scientific review of our testing strategy, 

also published on 23 October and available at 

https://www.gov.scot/news/clinical-and-scientific-review-of-testing/ . 

 

Testing is available to anyone who has symptoms of COVID-19, including school 

children and the education workforce. Testing is also available for asymptomatic 

staff in schools and early learning settings who are concerned they have been 

exposed to the risk of infection. In addition, Public Health Scotland have recently 

commenced recruitment of a sample of school staff who will undertake antibody 

tests as part of the enhanced Covid-19 surveillance being carried out within 

schools. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 

Government what it is doing to expand home learning provision for pupils who 

cannot attend school due to COVID-19. (S5W-32879) 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-19-scotlands-strategic-framework/
http://www.gov.scot/news/clinical-and-scientific-review-of-testing/


John Swinney: Responsibility for arranging learning for children who have to self-

isolate or quarantine rests with the child’s school and the relevant local authority. 

To enhance the options available to schools, Scottish Government and Education 

Scotland are working with the Association of Directors of Education to deliver the 

e-learning national partnership initiative, which seeks to widen access to live 

lessons, recorded lessons and digital learning and teaching resources. Further 

detail is available at: https://education.gov.scot/education- scotland/news-and-

events/new-partnership-offer-to-improve-availability-of- online-learning-across-

scotland/ 

 
Education Scotland's new Scotland Learns mini site provides additional 
learning at home activities and ideas to complement any online learning and offline 
learning provided by the school. Further information is available at: 
https://education.gov.scot/improvement/scotland-learns/ . 

 
In order to improve access to devices to support home learning, funding 

allocations for devices and connectivity have been made to all 32 local authorities, 

helping to provide 70,000 devices and 18,000 connectivity solutions to 

disadvantaged children and young people across Scotland. 

 

Further advice and support to parents is provided via the Parent Club website, which 

now has a number of dedicated pages on how to support children’s learning during 

Covid-19. 

 
Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 

Government what it is doing to ensure equality of access to home learning across 

the country. (S5W-32881) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government is investing £25m to support digital 

inclusion amongst disadvantaged children and young people across Scotland so 

that they can stay connected to their learning, their teachers and their peers if they 

are unable to physically attend school. It is expected that up to 70,000 individuals 

will benefit from this investment. 

 

In addition, we fund provision of the national online learning environment, Glow. 

Glow is comprised of a range of online tools and services such as Microsoft Office 

365, Google G-Suite for Education and Wordpress Blogs and is freely available to 

all learners and teachers in Scotland. 

 

Access to technology and online services is crucial but it is also of vital importance 

that relevant learning opportunities are available. Schools and practitioners know 

their learners best and are responsible for arranging learning including through the 

use of technology. Education Scotland, e-Sgoil, the Association of Directors of 

Education in Scotland, the Scottish Government and Regional Improvement 

Collaboratives are working in partnership to increase the support available 

nationally for e-learning. This National e-Learning Offer will complement the online 

learning already being successfully delivered by schools and teachers across 

Scotland and will comprise live, recorded and supported content. 

 



Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 

Government what it is doing to provide internet access to pupils who need to learn 

from home due to COVID-19 but who do not have a home broadband connection. 

(S5W-32882) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government is investing £25m to support digital 

inclusion amongst school-aged learners across Scotland. This includes the provision 

of internet connectivity solutions, which are primarily being delivered through mobile 

broadband MiFi Units and associated data packages for learners who do not have 

adequate internet access at home. Decisions on the number of MiFi devices and 

data packages required are being taken by individual councils. 

 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will provide an overview of the scope of its equity audit for children, as set 
out in its Programme for Government 2020-21. (S5W-32892) 
 

John Swinney: The equity audit will focus on the impact of the period of school 

building closures and home learning, as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic, on 

children and young people particularly from a disadvantaged background. It will 

also look at the mitigations put in place by Scottish Government and what 

difference this made at a national and local level. 

 

This is being undertaken through an initial evidence review of local, national and 

international literature and then the gathering of detailed evidence from a 

representative sample of schools and children’s services. 

 

Recognising the impact the pandemic had on children and young people, 

especially those from disadvantaged backgrounds, the equity audit will deepen 

our understanding of that impact and set clear areas of focus for accelerating 

recovery. 

 
Ross Greer (West Scotland) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 

Government when it will announce arrangements for students moving between 

halls of accommodation and family or other residences over the Christmas period. 

(S5W-32934) 

Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government is working closely and urgently with 

the sector and student bodies to put in place guidance, so the students are able to 

return to their families at Christmas. We will publish this in the very near future. 

 
11/11/2020 
Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 

Government what it is doing to provide online learning resources for schools and 

teachers to support pupils who need to learn from home due to 

COVID-19. (S5W-32880) 

Holding answer issued: 11 November 2020 
 

John Swinney: A holding answer was provided. 
 


